1. 


I  believe  in  God  :  The  Nature  and  Object  of 
Faith 

"Hear,  O  Israel:  The  LORD  our  God,  the  LORD 
is  one.  Love  the  LORD  your  God  with  all  your 
heart  and  with  all  your  soul  and  with  all  your 
strength." 

Deut  6:4-5 

I  believe  —  The  Nature  of  Faith 

Confession:  Faith  is  what  we  live  and  die  for.  It 
demands  the  unreserved  devotion  of  our  entire 
being.  More  importantly,  faith  is  our  trusting, 
loving  relationship  with  God. 

Four  Kinds  of  Belief: 

1 .  I  believe  that  there  are  extraterrestrial  life 
forms. 

2.  I  believe  that  the  interest  rate  will  be  further 
decreased  this  year,  so  I  have  decided  to  buy 
a  house. 

3.  Give  me  100  true  believers  of  Communism, 
and  I  can  change  the  world. 

Dad,  you  are  always  lying.  I  will  never 
believe  you  anymore. 

Towards  Authentic  Christian  Faith: 

1.  Chitchat:  a  luxury;  topics  to  chat  about  at  a 
water  cooler 

2.  Life  style  (aka.  Religion):  things  that  you  do 
habitually 

3.  Belief  that  you  live  and  die  for 

4.  Trusting,  loving  relationship  with  God 
Two  Requirements  of  Authentic  Faith: 


1.  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer:  "When  Christ  calls  a 
2.  man,  he  bids  him  come  and  die." 

2.  Abraham  Kuyper:  "If  Jesus  Christ  is  not  the 
lord  of  all,  He  is  not  the  Lord  at  all." 


God  —  The  Object  of  Faith 

Confession:  The  God  we  believe  in  is  the  one 
who  reveals  Himself  in  the  Scripture  and  in 
history,  rather  than  an  idol  fashioned  in  our  own 
image. 

e.g.,  Eastern  creeds  (e.g.,  Nicene  Creed): 

I  believe  in  One  God. 

The  point:  not  any  God,  but  the  One  Lord. 

Idolatry  (Romans  1:18-32):  fashioning  God  in 
one's  own  image,  knowingly  forsaking  truth, 
living  willfully  in  a  lie  created  by  oneself. 

Two  Idols  of  Our  Time 

Investigate  my  life,  O  God,  find  out  everything 
about  me;  Cross-examine  and  test  me,  get  a 
clear  picture  of  what  I'm  about; 

See  for  yourself  whether  I've  done  anything 
wrong  —  then  guide  me  on  the  road  to  eternal 
life. 

Psalm  139:23-24  (The Message) 


1:18-32 


139:23-24 


Don't  become  so  well-adjusted  to  your  culture 
that  you  fit  into  it  without  even  thinking.  Instead, 
fix  your  attention  on  God.  You'll  be  changed 
1 2  2  from  the  inside  out.  Readily  recognize  what  he 

wants  from  you,  and  quickly  respond  to  it. 
Unlike  the  culture  around  you,  always  dragging 
you  down  to  its  level  of  immaturity,  God  brings 
the  best  out  of  you,  develops  well-formed 
maturity  in  you. 

Romans  12:2  (The  Message) 


